50                               TEE HYMNS OF                    [PART L

'PECADE  III.        India and othars.

, with all thy saving helps assist us,  Lord of
power and might !
For after thee we follow even as glorious bliss, thee*
hero, finder-out of wealth.
2  O Indra, Lord of light, what joys  thou broughtest
from the Asuras,
Prosper therewith, O Maghavan, him who lauds that
deed, and those whose grass is trimmed for thee !
3  To Aryaman and  Mitra  sing  a reverent song, O
pious one,
A pleasant hymn to Varuna who shelters us : sing
ye a laud unto the Kings !
4  Men with their lauds are urging  thee,   Indra,   to
drink the Soma first;
The Ribhus in accord have lifted up their voice, and
Kudras sung thee as the first.
The metre is Brihatl
1  Eigveda Till. 50. 5.   Ascribed to Bharga.
2  Eigveda VIII. 86. 1.    Ascribed to Eebha.   Joys : means of enjoy-
ment ; riches.    Asuras: the word  is here used in  its later sense;
superior demons, the constant enemies of the Gods.
3  Eigveda VIII. 90. 5.   Ascribed to Jamadagni.    Varuna :   the
Encompasser, one of the oldest of the Vedic deities, commonly associat-
ed with Mitra and presiding over the night as Mitra over the day.    Who
Alters us : the Kigveda has vardthyam instead of vartftkye : * a pleasant
hymn that shall protect.1   The Sings: the  three Adityas, Varuna,
Mitra and Aryaman.
4  Eigveda VIII. 3. 7.   The Bishi is Medhyatithi, or Medhatithi
according to Sayana's Commentary,    The Ribhus : as deities connected
with the seasons which are regulated by the Sun whom Indra has
caused to shine.   The Rudras : the Storm-gods, sens of Budra.